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Special to The Daily Record

“ /hen Ben Kendig first noticed the Parazin building
| | at 208 Mill St., things were looking fairly bleak.

'~ Among numerous problems, one corner of the

circa-1800s building had fallen in and parts of its antique

wooden frame were failing.

Still, he liked the five-story former fire engine
factory’s thick stone walls, wide windows and cen-
tral location in Rochester’'s High Falls district. It
was for those reasons, among others, that the

owner of Kend Enterprises Inc. decided to take

a chance.

“| get a lot of satisfaction by taking an
old, forlorn structure and making something
out of it/ said the former full-time devel-
oper, who now counts adaptive reuse of

old buildings as a sort of hobby.

After acquiring the property from the

city in 2006, and with the aid of state

historic preservation grants, Kendig ex-
pects to reopen the building later this
fall as a mixed-use office and apart-
ment facility.

According to local experts
within the public and private sectors,
he isn't alone; renovation and, often,
the repurposing of, old factories, ware-
houses, office and apartment buildings
for residential and commercial use is a

growing trend in downtown Rochester.

According to Rochester Downtown Develop-
ment Corporation’s draft 2008 rental property

survey, the vacancy rate for downtown's market-
rate rental housing market fell to 4.9 percent in the
first quarter of the year, down from 6.7 percent in
2007 Of those market rate renters, about 81 percent
are young professionals, college students and empty
nesters, and many live in converted or renovated proper
ties such as Buckingham Commeons, the former ArtCraft Opti-
cal facility, on Allen Street.
“There's no question that there is a renaissance going on in
downtown Rochester” said Larry Glazer, co-founder of Buckingham
Properties, which developed and operates the Commons along with nu-
merous other projects, including the former Genesee Hospital. One of

Flarida-based developer George Traikos sees beauty and potential th.e first to experiment locally with the adﬁfptiVe reuse approach, Glazer
in the Academy Building, 13 S. Fitzhugh St., and is renavating the said use of the model has spread to the point at which no one developer
property for commercial and residential use. can keep up with all of the available opportunities.

RDDC President Heidi ZimmerMeyer said Rochester’s urban core has
seen a significant wave of adaptive reuse development projects.

“All of a sudden, over the last three to five years, people have been
buying [old] properties up,” she said.

Julio Vazquez, Rochester commissioner of community development,
said he agrees with that assessment. The city has actively fostered such
growth by helping developers acquire funding and grants such as Em-
pire State Development Corp’s Restore New York program, he said.
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consuuctuon memnoas.

“When you go in, you go 'oh my God, "
said ZimmerMeyer. “lt's that ‘wow’ fac-
tor that you just don't get in 2 modern

coni'd on page 18
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